The fight against unfavourable environment in the tropics is reaching a fresh stage of development.
During the past half century, medical science has acquired knowledge which gives us the power to control the great fatal diseases of the tropics. This knowledge
has not yet been made use of by the great mass of the people, but if we look at the steady decline in the death rate of the British and Indian troops in India during the past seventy years, we must realize that the mortality from infectious diseases in this country can easily be reduced to the level which prevails in colder countries.
The insidious wastage of human life and effort which is caused by high air temperatures in the tropics has not yet been seriously studied.
It is strange that scientists in England and America should be so deeply interested in the effect of atmospheric conditions on health and efficiency, while we in the tropics, who are much more affected by climate, are quite indifferent. Our apathy towards a matter which is of first class importance to us suggests that one of the effects of prolonged exposure to heat is to beget a fatalistic attitude towards our health and comfort. Leonard Hill and 
